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I n February Father Edward J. Burns of the U S. Bishops’
O fice on Vocations asked if the Life Cycle Institute could
assist the Coormittee on Vocations on a survey of nen ordained to
the priesthood in 2004. |In February Father Burns sent a short
questionnaire to each diocese and religious conmunity asking if
one of its staff could list the nanes of the nmen ordained in
2004, and either conplete an online questionnaire on each or ask
the men thensel ves to do so.

After some days of phoning and rem ndi ng, Father Burns
achi eved 336 conpletions by the March 31 deadli ne (283 ordi nands
to the diocesan priesthood, 46 to the religious priesthood, and 7
of undeterm ned category). A graduate student, Florencio R
Ri guera, and | summarized the data provided by Father Burns and
Jam e Bl osser

The questionnaire asked ei ghteen questions about the
ordi nand’ s age, background, education, work experience,
activities, hobbies, recognitions, and experience with vocation
efforts. W continued using the codes we constructed in 2002 and
2003, for the sake of continuity.

One question asked for “principal full-tinm work



experience,” and since many questionnaires |listed nore than one,
we coded up to two per person. Belowis a summary of the

guestionnaires. All nunbers are percentages unless noted.

TABLE 1: AGE

Di ocesan Religi ous Al

24 14 22 Percent 25-29
28 25 27 Percent 30-34
16 34 18 Percent 35-39
22 23 22 Percent 40-49
8 5 8 Percent 50-59
3 0 3 Percent 60 or ol der

36.9 37.4 37.0 Mean age

NOTE: A total of 317, 44, and 361 ordi nands, respectively, responded. The
per cent ages shown are of these nunmbers and add up to 100% within a col um.

TABLE 2: RACE

Di ocesan Religi ous Al

68 52 66 Eur opean Aneri can

12 13 12 Hi spani ¢ or Latino

9 28 12 Asi an or Pacific |slander
2 2 1 Afri can- Amreri can

9 4 9 O her

NOTE: A total of 278, 46, and 324 ordi nands, respectively, responded. The
per cent ages shown are of these nunmbers and add up to 100% wi thin a col um.

Tabl e 2 shows that Hi spanics (Latinos) and Asian or Pacific
| sl anders each nake up 12 percent of the ordinands, a figure
hi gher than in recent years. For exanple, a 1984 nati onw de
survey of Catholic sem narians (Henrick and Hoge, 1987) found
that 7 percent were Hispanic. Still the figure is |lower than the

percent Hispanic in the total U S. Catholic popul ation today



(estimated at 25 to 30 percent).

Tabl e 2 al so shows that 12 percent are Asian or Pacific
| sl anders, a figure higher than the percent in the total U S
Cat holi ¢ popul ation (an estimated 2 to 3 percent; see Davidson,
et al., 1997, p. 161). Also, only one percent is African-
American, which is |ower than the percentage of African-Anericans
inthe U S Catholic population (estimated at 3 to 4 percent; see

Davi dson, et al., p. 159).

TABLE 3: COUNTRY OF BI RTH

Di ocesan Religious A

70 64 69 U S A

0 0 0 Canada

2 2 2 West Eur ope

1 0 1 Central America
2 0 2 Africa

4 2 4 Pol and

1 0 1 I rel and

4 7 5 Vi et nam

2 12 4 Phi |'i ppi nes

0 0 0 Kor ea

4 2 4 Mexi co

2 0 2 Col onbi a

1 0 1 Cari bbean, Puerto Rico
* 0 * Per u

4 10 5 O her countries

NOTE: A total of 289, 42, and 331 ordi nands, respectively, responded. The
per cent ages shown are of these nunmbers and add up to 100% wi thin a col um.

* Less than Y% percent.

Table 3 tells us that only 69 percent of the ordi nands were
born in the U S., and 31 percent were born outside. Wen this
research began in 1998, the figure was 24 percent. The
percentage born outside the U.S. has risen. The four principa

countries of birth are Vietnam Mexico, Philippines, and Pol and.



TABLE 4
H GHEST EDUCATI ON BEFORE ENTERI NG SEM NARY

Di ocesan Religi ous Al

2 0 2 El enent ary

16 20 17 Hi gh Schoo

3 2 3 Trade/ Techni cal Schoo
52 39 50 Under gr aduat e

27 39 28 Graduat e

NOTE: A total of 280, 46, and 326 ordi nands, respectively, responded. The
percent ages shown are of these nunbers and add up to 100% within a col um.

TABLE 5
ANY CATHOLI C EDUCATI ON?

Di ocesan Religi ous Al

52 50 51 Percent who attended Catholic el enentary schoo
43 35 42 Percent who attended Catholic high schoo
45 57 46 Percent who attended Catholic college

NOTE: The percentages were conputed on the basis of 283 diocesan and 46
religi ous ordinands.

The |l evel s of Catholic schooling anong the ordi nands (Table
5) differ fromthat in the total U S. Catholic population. For
exanple, in a 1993 nationwi de Gallup survey, 54 percent of
Cat holics 54 or younger reported that they had attended Catholic
el enentary school. Only 51 percent of the ordi nands report
havi ng attended Catholic elenentary school. But the ordinands
show hi gher rates of attending Catholic high school than the
general U.S. population: 42 percent conpared to only 26 percent
in the general U S. population. In the cohort of 35 to 54 years

old in the general U S. population, only 10 percent attended



Catholic college, conpared to 46 percent of the ordi nands of

2004. (See D Antonio, et al., 1996, p. 71.)

TABLE 6
PRI NCI PAL FULL- TI ME WORK EXPERI ENCE

Di ocesan Religi ous Al

17 35 20 Educat or: teacher, adnministrator, coach, guidance
14 9 13 Skilled or unskilled |abor, farm worker
17 6 9 Sal es, real estate

8 3 7 Church mnistry: parish admn., relig. educator
17 12 16 Manager, supervisor, high govt. officia

6 9 7 Banki ng, finance, broker, accountant, auditor

9 9 9 Engi neer, conputer programer

6 9 7 Mlitary

1 3 2 Scientific assistant, technician

1 0 1 Nur si ng, phys. therapist, public health, paramedic
6 3 5 Clerk, bank teller, bookkeeper

3 6 4 Attorney

5 6 5 CGover nrent wor ker

2 3 2 Artist, nusician, drama, photographer, designer
3 3 3 Counsel or, psychol ogi st

1 0 1 Soci al wor ker

1 0 1 Legal assistant, paral ega

2 6 2 Sci enti st

4 6 5 Reporter, editor, witer

* 0 * Physi ci an, denti st

8 3 7 Q her

NOTE: Only 209, 34, and 243 ordi nands, respectively, nmentioned full-tinme work
experiences. Sonme nentioned nore than one, so we coded up to two experiences.



TABLE 7
HOBBI ES AND EXTRA- CURRI CULAR ACTI VI TI ES

Di ocesan Religi ous Al

29 39 31 Runni ng

23 30 24 Cycling

32 35 33 Hi ki ng

26 33 27 Canpi ng

49 46 49 Sports

74 80 76 Readi ng

26 46 29 Witing

62 67 63 Movi es

35 41 36 Theat er

14 13 14 Oper a

27 39 29 Play a nusical instrunent
4 2 3 Act i ng

50 65 52 Exer ci se

23 17 23 Fi shi ng

29 37 30 Cooki ng
9 4 8 Hunti ng
5 11 6 Pai nti ng

51 59 52 Musi c

26 41 28 Vol unt eeri ng
6 4 6 Sai l i ng
9 9 9 Wbodwor ki ng
27 20 26 O her

NOTE: The percentages for the activity or hobby categories were conputed using
the nunber of ordinands: Di ocesan, 278; Religious, 46; and, A, 324.

TABLE 8
ACADEM C RECOGNI Tl ONS

Di ocesan Religi ous Al

10 13 11 Summa Cum Laude
16 17 16 Magna Cum Laude
6 6 6 Val edi ctori an
3 9 4 Sal ut atori an
42 52 44 Dean’ s Li st
0 0 0 Phi Beta Kappa
21 26 21 Q her Honor Soci ety

NOTE: The percentages for the recognition categories were conputed based on
t he nunber of ordinands: Diocesan, 278; Religious, 46; Al, 324.



TABLE 9
STATE/ NATI ONAL AWARDS OR RECOGNI TI ONS

Di ocesan Religious A

29 55 36 Academ ¢ Honor Roll/Dean’s List
15 18 16 Nat i onal Honor Soci ety

9 9 9 Nati onal Merit Schol ar
47 18 40 O her

NOTE: A total of 34, 11, and 45 ordi nands, respectively, nentioned

state/ nati onal awards or recognitions. The percentages shown are of these
nunbers and add up to 100% within a colum. They do not incorporate those
ordi nands who did not nention any awards or recognitions. The percentages of
all ordinands (324) are: 5 for Academ c Honor Roll/Dean’s List; 2 for Nationa
Honor Society; 1 for National Merit Scholar; and 5 for “Qther”.

TABLE 10
ORGANI ZED SPORTS TEAMS I N H GH SCHOOL OR COLLEGE

PERCENT OF THOSE WHO SAI D “YES® TO ORGANI ZED SPORTS

Di ocesan Religi ous Al

56 54 56 H gh Schoo
23 22 23 Col | ege

SPECI FI C SPORTS TEAMS:

9 15 10 Basebal
6 6 6 ol f
13 11 13 Foot bal
16 26 17 Basket bal
20 20 20 Soccer
5 4 5 Westling
14 13 14 Track and Field
1 0 1 Lacr osse
9 17 10 Tenni s
8 11 9 Swi nmi ng

NOTE: Based on: Diocesan, 278; Religi ous, 46; Al, 324.



TABLE 11
SERVICE I N THE UNI TED STATES ARMED FORCES

Di ocesan Religi ous Al

ORDI NANDS
12 9 11 Percent of ordi nands who served.
O them
44 25 42 Ar ny
19 0 17 Reserves
22 50 25 Navy
6 0 6 Nat i onal Guard
22 25 22 Air Force
3 0 3 Mar i nes

FATHERS OF ORDI NANDS

3 24 6 Percent of ordinands’ fathers who served.
O them

88 45 63 Ar ny

13 9 11 Reserves

13 27 21 Navy

25 0 11 Nat i onal Guard

88 9 42 Air Force

13 9 11 Mar i nes

NOTE: A total of 32, 4, and 36 ordinands, reported their owm nilitary service,
and a total of 8, 11, and 19 ordinands, reported their fathers’ mlitary
service, respectively. Odinands may have sel ected nore than one military
branch. Two religious ordinands said that both parents served in the mlitary.
The percentages in each mlitary branch in the table are those who reported
mlitary service. |If we consider the entire sanple, the percentages who
served in each of the six branches were 5, 2, 3, 1, 3, and |l ess than one
percent for the ordinands thenselves and 4, 1, 1, 1, 2, and 1 for their

f at hers.



TABLE 12
VOCATI ON EFFORTS YOU HAVE EXPERI ENCED

Di ocesan Religi ous Al

VOCATI ON PROGRAMS:

2 0 2 Travel i ng Cup/ Cross Program

16 17 16 Grade school or CCD vocation prograns
5 2 5 Operation Andrew

11 4 10 Hi gh school vocations prograns

41 57 43 Cone and See Weekends

22 17 22 Pari sh vocation prograns

PARI SH PROGRAMS

65 67 65 Eucharistic mnister
33 41 34 Youth m ni ster
75 70 74 Al tar server
69 67 69 Lect or
22 11 20 Pari sh counci
47 24 44 Kni ght s of Col unbus
10 4 9 Men’s C ub
20 26 21 Boy Scouts
9 2 8 Serra Club
5 7 5 Eagl e Scouts
8 2 7 Rosary Soci ety
10 4 9 St. Vincent de Paul Society
26 15 24 Right to Life
41 39 41 Devoti ons
58 74 60 Retreats

NOTE: The percentages were conputed on the basis of: Diocesan = 278; Religious
= 46; Al = 324.
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TABLE 13
VWHO | NI TI ATED A CONVERSATI ON W TH YOQU
ABCOUT CONSI DERI NG THE PRI ESTHOOD?

Di ocesan Religi ous Al

69 80 71 Pri est

3 9 4 Rel i gi ous br ot her
9 26 12 Rel i gi ous sister
2 4 2 Youth m ni ster
27 26 27 Fri end

12 4 11 Par i shi oner

7 13 8 Teacher

6 4 6 Sem nari an

1 0 1 Deacon

1 4 2 Mlitary chaplain
19 13 18 Mot her

11 4 10 Fat her

2 0 2 G andf at her

6 7 6 Gr andnot her

NOTE: The percentages were conputed on the basis of: Diocesan = 278; Religious
= 46; Al = 324.

TABLE 14
ADVERTI SI NG TECHNI QUES VWHI CH WERE | NSTRUMENTAL FOR YQU

Di ocesan Religi ous Al

11 11 11 Adverti sements
3 2 3 Bi |l | boards
15 11 15 Posters

13 7 12 Web sites
19 39 22 Pamphl et s

3 0 3 Radi o ads

3 0 3 TV ads

16 26 17 Magazi nes
12 15 13 Newsl| etters
5 11 6 E-mails

8 7 7 Vi deos

NOTE: The percentages were computed on the basis of the nunmber of ordinands:
Di ocesan = 278; Religious = 46; Al = 324.

W found three changes in the ordinands since the research
began in 1998. First, the average age at ordination rose from
34.8 to 37.0 years. Second, the level of education prior to
entering sem nary rose. \Wereas in 1998, 30 percent had | ess

than a B.A. or B.S. degree, in the 2004 sanple it was only 22
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percent. Correspondingly, the percentage who had received a
Mast ers Degree or professional degree beyond the B.A rose from
13 to 28. This is a notable change in only six years. Third,
t he percentage born outside the U S. rose from24 to 31 percent.
The four principal countries of birth today are Vi etnam Mexico,
Phi | i ppi nes, and Pol and.

The 2004 questionnaire included a series of questions asking
t he ordi nands about their own experiences with vocation prograns.
(See Tables 12, 13 and 14.) The vocation encouragenent nost
of ten renenbered was personal contact, especially by a priest,
friend, or one’s nother. Second nost common were the Conme and
See Wekends. Most of the ordi nands have a history of activity
in parishes (see Table 12), and their formof activity was
usually as altar servers, lectors, and Eucharistic mnisters.
vari ous nethods in use to encourage vocations, the nost effective

are panphl ets and nagazi nes (Table 14).
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